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(54) PATTERN MATCHING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To greatly decrease an arithmetic quantity in a search 
area and to shorten processing time by performing pattern 
matching between a standard reference pattern and a standard 
image and specifying the position of a pattern to be inspected. 
CONSTITUTION: Pattern matching between a reduced image in a 
reduced image memory 1 7 and a reduced reference pattern in a 
reduced reference pattern memory 1 8 is performed. The reduced 
image and reduced reference pattern are ninth in data amount as 
large as a standard image and the standard reference pattern. 
Then an area which is high in matching rate and its periphery are 
set as the search area. In the set search area, precise pattern 
matching between the standard image and the standard reference 
pattern in a reference pattern memory 18 is performed. This 
search area includes an area corresponding to the area showing 
the highest matching rate and the search area is narrow and small 
in calculation quantity, so the precision is excellent and the 
process time can be shortened. 
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